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Hall, in Oxford, MS his hometown.

“I'm just a 
farmer who 
likes to tell 
stories.”

Royal Flying Corps in Canada, but 
never saw wartime combat. It was 
here that he went from William 
Falkner, without the "u" in his 
name, to William Faulkner.  There 
are a few stories that describe how 
this actually occurred, one being 
thatthat he put the "u" in his name to 
seem more authentically British. 
The other, more widely known 
story, was that his name was mis-
spelled on some army paperwork 
due to a typesetting error, and when 
asked if he wanted it corrected, he 
simply replied, "Either way suits me."

 About ten years later in 1929, 
Faulkner's high school sweetheart, 
Estelle Oldham, divorced her first 
husband, and married William in 
June that year. They purchased a 
home, Rowan Oak, and had one 
daughter, Jill.  The family lived 
therethere the rest of their lives until Jill 
sold it ten years after her father's 

 Most people know William 
Faulkner as the author of a particu-
lar novel they were assigned in 
high school. They have probably 
heard his name, may know he is an 
important American Author, but 
know little beyond that. They are 
unawareunaware that he  is a Nobel Prize 
Laureate and a Pulitzer Prize 
winner whose works pushed and 
stretched the social  and racial 
biases of the American South, 
during a time when it was still re-
covering from reconstruction after 
the Civil War.

 Faulkner was born in 1897 to an 
old Southern family in Oxford, 
Mississippi. This small, traditional 
Southern city in Lafayette County, 
became the basis for his fictional 
Yoknapatawpha County, the area 
in which many of his stories are 
set.set. He never graduated high 
school and was famous for saying, 
"I'm just a farmer who likes to tell 
stories." After his high school 
sweetheart wed another in a mar-
riage arranged by her parents, he 
attempted to join the United States 
army during World War I, but was 
turned down due to his short stat-
ure. He was only five foot five 
inches tall. He instead faked a Brit-
ish accent, and joined the British 

death to the University of Missis-
sippi. The house and furnishings 
have been preserved much as 
they were in Faulkner's day. His 
notes, written directly on the 
wall of his study to keep track of 
the plot twists in his novel, 
A Fable, remain to this day.

  In addition to his well known 
career as a novelist, William 
Faulkner also did a stint as a 
Hollywood screenwriter. He was 
responsible for writing The Big 
Sleep and the screenplay for Ear-
nest Hemingway's novel To Have 
andand Have Not, the latter marking 
the only time two Nobel Prize 
Laureates were associated with 
the same motion picture.  
Faulkner's feelings about his 
time in Hollywood were mixed. 
He originally took the job be-
cause he needed the money, and 
screenwriters were paid well, 
but he soon became homesick 
and returned to Mississippi. He 
said, "It's not Hollywood's fault. 
The writer is not accustomed to 
money. It goes to his head and 
destroys him."destroys him."

 William Faulkner continued to 
write novels until he died in July 
of 1962. His final and most hu-
morous novel, The Reivers, won 
him the Pulitzer prize for Fiction.
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